
MG McGrath fabricates and installs custom 
entrance metal systems that frame and enhance 
building entryways. These elements provide durable 
protection, architectural detailing, and integration 
with surrounding façade materials.

Commercial entrance metal features—such as aluminum storefronts, steel 
security doors, canopies, and architectural cladding—require precision planning 
to balance aesthetics with performance. Success relies on ensuring structural 
integrity, accommodating building movement, coordinating hardware, and strict 
adherence to strict local commercial building codes. 

KEY INSTALLATION CONSIDERATIONS

KEY FEATURES & FUNCTIONAL DETAILS: 
•	 Structural Framing & Weight: Metal assemblies (especially 

thick steel or heavy glass-and-aluminum storefronts) are 
exceptionally heavy. Frame openings must be plumb, level, and 
square with reinforced wall substrates (e.g., structural steel 
studs or concrete block) to prevent the frame from sagging, 
twisting, or binding over time.

•	 Building Movement & Tolerances: Exterior metal is subject to 
expansion and contraction with temperature shifts. Installers 
must leave precise gaps and use backer rods and heavy-
duty sealants to provide weatherproofing and prevent water 
infiltration without restricting necessary thermal movement.

•	 Hardware Compatibility: Ensure door and frame profiles align 
with your intended hardware schedule. Concealed closers, 
continuous hinges, and electrified access control systems 
require specific interior frame space and factory-welded 
reinforcements rather than field modifications.

•	 Code & Accessibility Compliance: Entrances must meet the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements, operating 
with minimal force (usually max 5 lbf) and one-hand operation. 
Additionally, exterior doors may require wind load ratings or fire 
labels depending on your local jurisdiction and facility type.

•	 Material Selection & Traffic: Select materials suited for usage. 
Aluminum is ideal for primary, high-foot-traffic retail and office 
storefronts, while hollow metal steel.
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