
McGrath fabricates and installs specified and custom 
sunshades and fins as essential energy efficiency 
benefactors, for glare reduction and daylighting 
filtering systems and, as architecturally aesthetic 
features of a building design.  These systems are 
often designed as an integral part of the building’s 
design and as a result have varying shapes, sizes, 
features and finishes.  McGrath’s curtainwall systems 
are frequently combined with these systems as an 
integrated building solution.

The building installation for these features differs based on sun angles, heat 
and glare goals for the project, and are also installed in common areas such 
as walkways, atriums, and exterior workspaces depending on the geographic 
location of the project.  

McGrath utilizes the specification and project specific dimensions to selectively 
source or engineer and fabricate systems for installation by McGrath’s team.  

TYPICAL FEATURES & CONSIDERATIONS

TYPES & CONFIGURATIONS: 
•	 Horizontal Sunshades/Overhangs

•	 Vertical Fins

•	 Cantilevered & Radiused Light Shelves

•	 Inclined Systems

•	 Perforated Systems

•	 Egg Crate Grille Sunshades Systems (a combination of vertical 
and horizontal elements)

•	 Trellises and Screens

SHAPES & FEATURES: 
•	 Airfoil, Diamond and Irregular Geometric Shapes (fixed and 

adjustable arms) 

•	 Rectangular Flat, Arched, Circular and Angled Shaped Solid 
Blades (fixed and adjustable arms)

•	 Tubular (Rectangular, Round, Elliptical, Square)

•	 Perforated - Flat Blade, Arched & Angled Systems (with fixed 
and adjustable arms)

•	 Combination of systems and end cap finish features such as 
various bullnose shapes, wedges, curves, tapers, pointed, round 
or C channel.
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TYPICAL FEATURES & CONSIDERATIONS

FINISHES: 
McGrath column sunshades & fins are available in virtually any finish.  
For a complete listing of finishes see – McGrath Architectural Metals, 
Finishes & Patinas (link to doc):

•	 Architectural Metals – Aluminum, Brass, Bronze, Copper, Nickel, 
Steel, Stainless Steel, Titanium, & Zinc

•	 McGrath Architectural Patinas

•	 Treatments for Natural Metals

•	 Composites & Applied Finishes

•	 Liquid Coatings/Polymers
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INSTALLATION & INTEGRATION: 
For applications where McGrath is providing the unitized curtainwall 
system, both the vertical and horizontal sunshades and fins integrate 
directly into McGrath’s curtainwall system design.  For applications 
where McGrath is not providing the glass scope but is providing 
the metal scope on a project, McGrath utilizes industry standard 
attachment methods or attachment recommendations if a 3rd party 
system is installed.  

Common installation methods include the following:

•	 Direct/Surface Mount: Fins and sunshades directly mounted 
onto the curtainwall or building exterior.

•	 Hanger/Suspended Systems: The sunshade is supported by 
hangers fastened to the building structure above to create a 
floating appearance.

•	 Cantilevered/Outrigger Systems: Fins or sunshades are 
attached to outriggers that extend from the building structure 
to hold them at specified degree angles.

•	 Pre-Fabricated Systems: Prefabricated systems are bolted 
directly to the building envelope for faster installation and 
consistent factory quality assembly.


