
While McGrath is initially awarded the exterior façade 
project scope, the company is frequently awarded 
interior metal and glass scopes for many projects. For 
interior glass scope see Interior Glass Wall Systems, 
Guardrails & Door Systems Abstract.

Interior Metal Systems & Architectural Finishes
ARCHITECTURAL SURFACES

PROJECT SOLUTIONS ABSTRACT

WALL SYSTEMS: 
McGrath specializes in the custom fabrication and installation of metal 
wall systems of various configurations across commercial interiors 
including entrance surrounds, lobbies, tall ceiling environments such 
as atriums, hallways, theatres and concourses.  These systems utilize 
McGrath skilled metal craft using specialized metals, perforated 
panels, intricate laser cut panels and an extensive portfolio of McGrath 
Architectural Patinas and specialized metal finishes.

ARCHITECTURAL FINISHES: 
McGrath’s metal craft and specialty metal finishes are also utilized 
throughout architectural projects for finish details on applications 
such as elevator lobbies, entrance desks and furniture systems, 
spandrels, staircases, ceiling applications, direct attach walls, 
bathrooms, radiator covers and other applications.

When these interior metal systems and finishes are part of McGrath’s 
project scope, McGrath includes all considerations and details in the 
pre-bidding analysis, the formal bid, the pre-award interview, in the 
project kickoff and throughout all design assist, VDC, pre-construction 
project detailing and installation processes.    

When these systems are under McGrath’s scope, McGrath acquires 
the raw materials, completes material finishings/patinas, engineers, 
fabricates, pre-assembles select systems off site, assembles onsite 
and performs the final installation. 
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TYPICAL FEATURES & CONSIDERATIONS

Architectural interior metal wall systems offer both strong aesthet-
ics, exceptional durability and acoustic control if specified. They are 
widely applied in commercial lobbies, retail spaces, and transit hubs 
to provide a sleek, industrial, or high-tech finish that requires minimal 
long-term maintenance. 

APPLICATIONS: 
Interior metal walls serve both functional and decorative purposes 
across diverse environments:

•	 High-Traffic Zones: Airports, convention centers, and school 
corridors use metal panels to withstand heavy impact while 
resisting dents and scratches.

•	 Hospitality & Retail: Restaurants and hotel lobbies use metal 
accent walls to create dramatic focal points, bounce ambient 
light, and elevate the space.

•	 Healthcare & Food Service: Stainless steel or antimicrobial 
coated aluminum panels are heavily utilized where strict 
sanitization and germ control are required.

•	 Acoustic Control: Perforated and micro-perforated metal panels 
are used in theaters and recording studios to manage sound 
reverberation.

KEY FEATURES: 
•	 Design Versatility: Available in solid sheets, corrugated profiles, 

and complex, custom laser-cut patterns and a vast portfolio of 
finishes.

•	 Sustainability: Most architectural metals (aluminum, zinc, 
copper) are 100% recyclable and contain recycled content, 
making them viable for LEED credits.

•	 Light Play: Metal naturally reflects light. Polished finishes 
make small areas feel larger, while matte or distressed finishes 
absorb light to create a softer, more rustic aesthetic.

•	 Durability: McGrath metal panels are resistant to moisture, 
rotting, and insect damage, making them ideal for a broad 
array of applications.
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COMMON FINISHES: 
•	 McGrath Architectural Patinas: McGrath’s 24 patented patinas 

and designer requested modifications (color variance, color 
intensity, texture) create distinctive aesthetics unique to projects.

•	 Anodized: Enhances the natural oxide layer of aluminum, 
providing a highly durable, fade-resistant, and metallic sheen.

•	 PVDF (Kynar 70%): A premium resin-based coating that provides 
excellent color retention, chalk resistance, and durability against 
wear and tear.  Often used to match brand and interior design 
color themes.

•	 Deep Textures & Patinas: Specialized rolling processes or 
3rd party chemical oxidization patinas are used to create 
intentionally aged (rusted), brushed, or embossed physical 
textures.

•	 Wood Grains: Achieved through printing processes, giving the 
warmth of a wood finish with the strength and non-combustible 
properties of metal. 

INSTALLATION METHODS: 
McGrath interior metal systems generally utilize a modular 
mounting system designed to hide mounting hardware for a clean, 
professional finish.

1.	 Z-Clips & Interlocking Rails: Panels typically feature a route-
and-return flange that snaps onto or hooks into concealed 
aluminum clips, or Z-clips screwed into the wall substrate.

2.	 Exposed Fastener Systems: Corrugated or ribbed panels are 
directly screwed into the studs or framing; typically used in 
wainscoting or rustic applications.

3.	 Direct-Apply Systems: Thinner sheet metal or interlocking 
planks are glued or fastened with starter trims and concealed 
brackets over a solid substrate.

4.	 Expansion Gaps: McGrath typically leaves small gaps at the 
perimeter of trims to accommodate natural metal expansion 
and contraction.


