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B GLASS & GLAZING ASSOCIATED PROJECT SYSTEMS
Insulated Back Pans

McGrath’s back pans are designed to streamline
how spandrel conditions are detailed, sourced

and installed across complex building envelope
conditions. Assemblies are pre-fabricated with
mineral wool insulation secured in place, eliminating
on-site fabrication steps and reducing field labor.

Architectural curtain wall back pans are concealed
metal sheets attached behind opaque spandrel or
shadow box glazing areas. They act as a secondary
water, air, and vapor barrier, protecting hidden
building cavities from moisture accumulation, thermal
degradation, and unmanaged condensation.

McGrath’s prefabricated back pans are manufactured to the exact dimensions of
the opening, ensuring a predictable, accurate fit into curtainwall and window wall
framing systems. Mineral wool insulation is installed and mechanically secured
in McGrath’s controlled fabrication environment, providing the fire performance
needed for UL or Intertek fire-stopping assembilies.

System depth, attachment approach, material types (galvanized and aluminum)
and insulation type can be tailored to meet specific project requirements. By
fabricating instead of sourcing, McGrath’s back pans alongside our infill panels,
shadow boxes and other fagade components, allows our construction team

to benefit from single source procurement that is all designed, drawn and
fabricated in house.
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TYPICAL FEATURES & CONSIDERATIONS

KEY BENEFITS:

Moisture Defense: Provides a critical second line of defense
against hidden water leaks that can rot framing or cause unseen
mold growth.

Dew Point Control: Maintains the thermal dew point outboard
of the interior environment when paired with correct insulation,
preventing destructive internal condensation.

Vapor Retarder Superiority: Outperforms fragile foil vapor
sheets by eliminating internal convection loops that short-circuit
thermal performance.

Speed of Installation: Modular factory-sealed or field-fit designs
drop directly into unitized systems to minimize labor time.

COMMON APPLICATIONS:

Spandrel Zones: Placed behind non-vision glass areas where
floor slabs, columns, and fire-safing insulation meet the
exterior facade.

Cold & Humid Climates: Essential in freezing or high-humidity
buildings where interior moisture seeks to migrate outward
through exterior joints.

High-Performance Facades: Used in commercial mid-rise and
high-rise curtain wall assemblies requiring strict airtightness
and prolonged structural durability.

FEATUERS & OPTIONS:

Fabricated to exact opening dimensions for consistent fit.

Pre-installed mineral wool insulation secured with weld pins or
equivalent fastening methods.

Compatible with UL and Intertek fire-stopping systems.

Customizable pan depths, insulation types, installation
methods, and thermal performance targets.

Factory pre-drilled fastening holes available for simplified
installation.

Integrates seamlessly with McGrath’s infill solutions, including
infill panels and shadowbox assembilies.
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