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M ASSOCIATED PROJECT SYSTEMS
Flashing, Headers, Softits & Project Trim Finishes

While not high-profile, project finish components are
essential elements to a successful project. These
designed components are fundamental in preventing
water infiltration, wind, and debris from entering the
building or harming the exterior barrier to the building.

McGrath details these components into all drawings and virtual design
installation planning. We solve before we build.

McGrath utilizes the fagade & curtainwall design & specification and precise
project dimensions to engineer, fabricate and install these Associated Project
Systems on every project.

TYPICAL FEATURES & CONSIDERATIONS

SOFFITS:

. Functions: Protect roof edges, ventilate roof structures to
prevent moisture buildup and add finish aesthetics to the
visible eave of many projects.

. Type: Ventilated and non-ventilated in flush, reveal and
V-groove configurations with optional concealed fasteners for
a seamless look.

. Materials: Typically aluminum & steel. Specialty metals and
specified finishes consistent with the exterior fagade including
McGrath Architectural Patinas are frequently utilized.

. Shapes: As specified, shapes range from rectilinear
configurations to concave with both minimal eaves on select
projects to significant eave designs on unique buildings.

HEADERS & FRAMING:
. Functions: Structural support and finished framing around
window and door openings

. Features: Typically aluminum extrusions and in select project
metal composite materials for minimum lines and durability
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FACADE TRIM & FLASHING:
. Functions: Protects vulnerable transition areas and edges from
water infiltration, wind and debris.

. Engineered Components: “J” Channel, fascia panels and
specialized flashings and ensure water tightness.

. Profiles: Fluted profiles are commonly used to add
architectural depth while offering high resistance to warping.

. Materials: Aluminum flashing finished in the same or a
cohesive finish with the fagade is common. Select project
flashing may utilize specialized metals and finishes such as
copper, blackened steel or brass. McGrath Architectural
Patinas utilized for the exterior fagade would also be consistent
with flashing.

TRANSITION SYSTEMS:

. Functions: Smoothly connect different materials (metal panel
to masonary) or to accommodate varying building heights and
intersections.

. Types: Vertical corner transitions, horizontal expansion joints,
and soffit-to-wall transitions are select examples.

. Features: Often utilize specialized trim pieces to accommodate
structural movement and prevent water intrusion, especially
around cladding changes.

MCGRATH & PROJECT DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS:

. Moisture Management (Ventilation & Drainage): Proper soffit
venting is critical to prevent mold. In ventilated systems,
ensuring proper air space allows for drying behind the cladding.

. Thermal Performance & Energy Efficiency: Facade elements
must meet energy codes. This includes using insulated,
durable, and low-deflection materials.

. Maintenance & Accessibility: Engineered components like
soffits must offer easy access for inspecting or fixing hidden
systems without requiring major demolition.

. Fire Safety & Code Compliance: Commercial projects often
require non-combustible materials, making aluminum and
steel preferred.

. Structural Load: Engineered components must withstand
environmental loads (wind, seismic) and be securely attached
using appropriate clips and fasteners.
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COMMON MATERIALS & FINISHES:

Aluminum: Lightweight, corrosion-resistant, and highly
customizable in finish, making it a solid choice for performance
facades.

Steel: Provides superior strength and durability, especially for high-
traffic or industrial areas.

Metal Composite Material (MCM): Provides a high-end, flat, and
rigid look often used in modern, sleek facade designs. Some EOL
sustainability concerns should be considered.

Finishes: Often feature long-life, low-maintenance coatings, with
35-year warranties available for certain aluminum flashings.

BEST PRACTICES FOR INSTALLATION:

Concealed Fastening : Using hidden fasteners on soffits, trim, and
wall panels increases weather resistance and provides a cleaner
aesthetic.

Water Management (Weep Systems): At junctions such as window
heads or soffit intersections, through-wall flashings must be
properly integrated to allow for drainage.

Thermal Break: Special attention to ensure the transition system
does not compromise the energy efficiency of the building envelope.

Coordination: Ensure the soffit-to-fascia transition aligns properly to
avoid leaks and provide a smooth, aesthetic finish.




