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Architectural Louvers

McGrath fabricates and installs specified and custom
louvers to address sun shading, ventilation, screening
and project aesthetics (often to provide architectural
interest to a functional element).

Louvers, often angled slats, optimize airflow and shade to benefit sustainable

facade project goals:

. Sun Shading: Obstruct unwanted sun and heat gain while allowing natural
light. Louvers are efficient with southern high angle sun (fins often are
utilized for lower angle East/West sun).

. Ventilation & Noise: Wall louvers allow air flow ventilation into a building
while keeping rain out. The Louver shapes, guide wind over the blades
increasing airflow. Acoustic louvers are often specified to shield mechanical
system noise.

. Screening Louvers: These are frequently utilized on rooftops or ground
levels to hide and shade mechanical systems but still provide beneficial
airflow.

. Aesthetics: While functional, architectural louvers are designed in many
forms to provide aesthetic value to the project

NOTE:

Architectural Louvers have selected features that overlap with Architectural
Fins. Architectural Fins are predominantly a projecting vertical or horizontal
architectural feature that manage heat gain and addresses glare. For additional
information on Architectural Fins — please see the McGrath Project Solution
Abstract - Sunshades & Fins
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Architectural Louvers

TYPICAL FEATURES & CONSIDERATIONS

MATERIALS, SHAPES, & FEATURES:
D Aluminum and steel are frequently utilized for louvers.
Specialty metals are an option if the application is high-profile
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. Louver standard shapes are airfoil configurations, J-blade and
K-blade/baffle shapes

D Features such as drainable for rain protection, non-drainable
for high air flow, wind-driven rain resistant, acoustic, and
operable/adjustable are common configurations.

. Adjustable, Fixed & Operable: While most applications are fixed
systems, adjustable louvers allow for time of year adjustments
for building efficiency

. Numerous grades of louvers meet requirements for
sunshades, hurricane-rated louvers, acoustic louvers (shield
noise from building mechanical systems) and vertical louver
configurations.

INSTALLATION & INTEGRATION:

For applications where McGrath is providing the unitized curtainwall
system, mechanical louvers may be included as part of a multi-
material unitized panel system. McGrath’s installation team also
frequently installs louvers as part of the Architectural Surfaces
project scope.

Common installation methods include the following:

. For external applications, louvers are typically installed from
the bottom up. McGrath’s team utilizes both custom (for
unique and aesthetic applications) as well as industry standard
installation systems.

. Installation systems include mounting clips, screws and bolts to
secure the frame to the building structure, leaving small gaps
for thermal expansion and sealing.

. Vertical blade supports allow for frameless, direct to wall
mounting, creating a seamless look.

. Rooftop or ground-level screening systems to conceal HVAC/
telecommunications equipment are often free standing and
include post, gates and sunshade features.




